
Heather’s Highlights 

 

 

Dear Readers,  

 

 NQCC wants  to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy 
and healthy holiday season!  
 
 As November rolled to an end it gave me a chance to reflect 
on how grateful I am  for the strengths of our amazing North 
Quabbin Region. Although need areas are high, and we have 
struggles to face collectively, once again the region came through 
for each other and made our 2022 Thanksgiving Meal distribution 
possible! This year NQCC was able to distribute an unprecedented 
267 meals to our older residents and homebound through the 9 
towns of North Quabbin. NQCC Staff, Board of Directors, 
Community Volunteers, The Athol Royalston School District, Pioneer 
Jr. Women's Club, Witty’s Funeral Home, and many more came 
together to make it all happen.  
 
 November also featured NQCC’s annual legislative forum.  
Senator Jo Comerford, Representative Susannah Whipps and 
Representative Elect Aaron Saunders were all in attendance to 
discuss the “state of North Quabbin.”  A big thank you to our 
delegation for continued support of our region, and a commitment 
to hear our concerns for the future. Please find contact information 
for our legislators at  https://nqcc.org/resource-
directory/wpbdp_category/legislators/ 
 
Thank you for all you do,  
 
 
 
 
Heather Bialecki-Canning 
Executive Director  

The Common Thread 

Next Coalition 

Forum:     

 

December 16, 2022 

9:00—10:30 am 

Presentation by 
Clinical and Support 
Options 

Virtual  

(See back page  or visit nqcc.org 
for Zoom link.) 
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December Newsletter 
DEADLINE: December 19, 
2022 

Email details to  
heather@nqcc.org  
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Subscribe to Receive  
“The Common Thread” 
Newsletter & Notices here: 
SUBSCRIBE  
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Like us on Facebook 
for regular updates 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Our FY23 Donor/Members  

July 2022-June 2023 
Board of Directors 

 

Sandi Walters, President 
Clinical Support Options 

 

Lynne Feldman, Vice President 
LifePath  

 

Steve Raymond, Treasurer 
Athol Select Board 

 

Chief Peter Buck 
Petersham Police Department 

 

Melissa Eaton 
North Quabbin Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitor’s Center 

 

Nicole Guertin 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office 

 

Jamal Hamilton 
Community Representative/ 
Athol Fire Department 

 

Rev. Megan Leary 
Central Congregational Church of Orange 

 

Chief Craig Lundgren 
Athol Police Department 

 

Pat Moore 
Community Representative 

 

Sharon Tracy 
Quabbin Mediation 

 

Captain Esther Wilson 
Salvation Army Athol Corps 
 

Charlie Winters 
Community Representative 
 

Staff 

 

Heather Bialecki-Canning 
Executive Director 

 
 

Sarah Collins 
NQRC Program Director 

 

Jamie Cleveland 
Drug Free Communities Program Director 
 

 

PLATINUM PLUS SPONSORS 

Valuing Our Children 

 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Athol Savings Bank 
Foundation for Community  
  Justice 
Spectrum Plastics Group  
Witty's Funeral Homes  

 

GOLD SPONSORS 

AdCare Hospital of Worcester 
French King Bowling Center  
Leonard G. Crossman Law Office 
North Central Massachusetts  
   Development Corporation 
Partnership for Youth (FRCOG)  

  
SILVER SPONSORS 

Hometown Realtors 
Brian Hunton  
Mack Family Funeral Homes  
MA DARE 
Debra McLaughlin & Roger Miller 
North Quabbin Citizen Advocacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Cornerstone Insurance Agency  

Higgins Energy Alternatives  

Hume Equipment Company  

Kimball-Cooke, Inc.  

Lyman Signs  

Mount Grace Land  

   Conservation Trust, Inc. 

Petersham Lions Club 

Team Hunton MBA Mortgage  

   Corp.  

Sandi Walters 
Charles Winters 
 

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 
Amish Country Crafts  
Amy Clarke  
Deb Habib 
Geralyn Johnson 
 

OTHER SUPPORT 

Bear Country 95.3 
Billy Goat Boats 
Bill Burton 
Opioid Task Force 
David Runyan 

Access the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Orange_Housing  
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Orange_Housing
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6CYFZ2MPPSCUS
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Athol High School Lock-In 2022 

 On a Friday night in November students from the Athol High School patiently waited to be 

let inside where they would be “locked in” for the next eight hours. There was so much fun to be 

had as activities covered the gymnasium, auditorium, hallway, and poured into the cafeteria. 

Students first gathered in the gymnasium where they would meet with officers from the Athol 

Police Department and Donna Lajoie from AHS who facilitated this event. Once they received a 

couple ground rules for the night they were released, students went running at full speed to the 

cafeteria where a huge spread of food was waiting for them.  

 Once their bellies were filled to the brim, they could wonder around the school to which 

ever activities peaked their interests. In the gym you could find students playing Gaga ball, 

bouncing in the bounce house, or throwing a football. Scattered in the hallway was Jenga, cornhole, 

and bowling. The cafeteria had cup cake decorating, painting, Wii video gaming, tie dying t-shirts, 

and one of the most popular tables of the night, bracelet making! There were people who came in 

to do henna tattoos, face painting, yoga, and more. The volleyball tournament was a blast, students 

gathered their teams and even made t-shirts in preparation. You could hear the karaoke and dance 

competitions throughout the hallway happening in the auditorium while students who may have 

had a little room left after dinner could be found participating in the pie eating contest.  

 The night was filled with so much laughter not only from the students and staff but also the 

parent volunteers. Everyone was engaging with one another just enjoying each other’s company 

and the fun that was happening within the walls of the high school. The memories made are 

priceless, looking forward to next years lock-in. What a night! 









 

North Quabbin Community Coalition 

251 Exchange Street, Athol MA 01331 

www.nqcc.org 

Mission Statement:  The North Quabbin Community Coalition is a community-wide alliance committed to improving the 

quality of life for all those living and working in the North Quabbin since 1984. 

NQCC December Forum:  

Presentation by Clinical and Support Option 
December 16,  2022, from 9:00 to 10:30 am.  
Join Zoom Meeting:  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87476827668  

Covid-19 Corner 
  

 

Throughout the holiday season it  is imperative 
that folks take extra care to protect 
themselves and their loved ones.  Check out 
this link for most current guidance, and don’t 
hesitate to seek free test kits from the Athol 
Board of Health.  https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/covid-19-isolation-and-quarantine-
guidance-for-the-general-public.   
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